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The Deputy Professorship of Comparative Philology at Oxford University 
from which Professor A. H. Sayce resigned last year has been filled by the 
appointment of Mr. Joseph Wright, Ph. D. (Heidelberg). 

It is announced that Canon Cheyne proposes to deliver in Oxford two public 
lectures on Possible Zoroastrian Influence on the Religion of Israel. The sub- 
ject is intensely interesting and needs careful discussion. The Rev. Dr. 
Kohut has been writing upon this subject in the Independent and other peri- 
odicals with much learning though in a somewhat dry and unattractive style. 

A Local Board of the American Institute of Sacred Literature has been 
organized in Minneapolis, Minn., where a recent session of Bible Study was 
successfully carried out. Its president is the Rev. George R. Merrill and its 
secretary Rev. W. P. McKee. The purpose contemplated in this organization 
is to forward the interests of Bible Study in that city and vicinity. Many 
prominent men of the city are earnestly alive to the need of such an organi- 
zation and the usefulness of it. 

The committee having in charge the next meeting of the International Con- 
gress of Orientalists issues a circular in which it announces that the date of the 
ninth meeting will be September 1892, and the place, the city of London. 
Professor F. Max Miiller has been chosen as president and the presidents and 
secretaries of the Semitic Section are as follows (a) Assyrian and Babylonian, 
Pres. Prof. A. H. Sayce, Sec. T. G. Pinches; (b) General, Pres., Prof. Robt. 
Smith, Sec. , A. A. Bevan. The committee invites the membership and coopera- 
tion of all Orientalists. 

An important enterprise has been undertaken in England in the translation 
of Professor H. Graetz's " History of the Jews." This has been made possible 
through the liberality of Mr. F. D. Mocatta a wealthy Jew and the work will 
be done by Jewish hands. The first two volumes have been published and 
the whole translation will fill five volumes. The remaining three volumes will 
shortly be issued. A special preface has been contributed by Dr. Graetz. 
This monumental work of the Jewish historian has long been noted for its 
great learning and comprehensive scope. 

America's interest in all subjects which are connected with the Bible 
whether directly or remotely is receiving constant illustration. A recent ex- 
ample is found in the establishment and success of a journal devoted to Biblical 
Archaeology and Oriental Research. Its name is Biblia, its editor, Dr. Chas. 
H. S. Davis, its headquarters, Meriden, Conn. With the first number of Vol. 
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IV., (April 1891) the journal changes its form to a 32 page monthly issue of the 
general shape of the Student. It contains original and selected articles and 
gives the latest information relating to Oriental archaeology and biblical ex- 
ploration. The subscription price is Sjjii.oo a year. 

The relations of Old English Literature to Jewish learning is made the sub- 
ject of an article by Prof. A. S. Cook in " Modern Language Notes." That 
Rabbinical lore did influence the writers of old English is a fact which has not 
been widely recognized. Prof. Cook calls attention to the name of Caedmon, 
the early English psalmist and writer, which, as he claims, is connected with 
Qedhem and suggests the oriental relations of the poet, perhaps, as a pilgrim 
to the holy land. A question which needs elucidation concerns the channels 
through which this learning reached England and English writers in the dawn- 
ing period of literature among the Anglo-Saxons. Professor Cook concludes 
that one important source of this influence was the constant intercourse be- 
tween France and England whereby it was quite possible for learned ecclesi- 
astics or others to meet Jews who possessed Biblical or Talmudcal learning. 
He also calls attention to other possible methods of intercommunication. The 
article deserves reading as a whole, as well as Professor Cook's other researches 
into this recondite field. 

The Foreign Theological Library published by Messrs. T. and T. Clark of 
Edinburgh has exercised a great influence upon the biblical studies in this 
country and in England. It has introduced to students of the Scriptures some 
of the best work of German theologians and critics. The publishers announce 
that with the concluding volume of Schiirer's " History of the Jewish People 
in the time of Christ " they will bring the series to an end. The forty-five 
years of publication, at the rate of four volumes yearly, is an achievement to 
look back upon with pride and the belief of the Messrs. Clark that " through 
the care with which books have been selected," " the series has exercised a 
healthful influence upon the progress of theological science," is amply justi- 
fied." It is gratifying to learn that they do not propose entirely to give up this 
special work of publishing such translations but will discontinue the serial 
publication, issuing books irregularly as occasion offers. They announce as in 
preparation an English translation of the valuable work of Professor Hermann 
Schultz on " Alt-testamentliche Theologie." 

The Lecture Association of the University of Pennsylvania offers a rich 
course of studies in its " Syllabus of Lectures on Ancient Religions " which 
were delivered at Association Hall Philadelphia on Saturdays from January 
3d to March 14th. The Historical Study of Ancient Religions was presented 
by Prof. M. Jastrow, Jr. Dr. D. G. Brinton discussed the Religions of Mexico 
and Peru. The Religions of Ancient Egypt, of the Greeks and Romans, of 
the Babylonians, were considered by special students in these subjects. The 
work was further continued in lectures on the Early Religion of India, by Prof. 
Lanman of Harvard, Buddhism, by Prof. Perry, and Persian Religion, by 
Prof. Jackson, both of Columbia. Mr. Talcott Williams considered Islam and 
Prof. Jastrow concluded the course by a lecture on General Features of Semi- 
tic Religions. The Syllabus of these lectures is enriched by special bibliogra- 
phies of the best literature bearing on each subject discussed and the whole 
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pamphlet thus becomes a work of permanent value to any one who wishes to 
take up and go deeply into this fascinating subject of the Religious Beliefs of 
the World. 

The Rev. W. B. Noble, Pastor of the ist Presbyterian Church of San 
Diego, Cal., is engaged in an effort to interest and instruct his congregation in 
Bible Study by a method which is worth bringing to the attention of readers of 
the Student. In connection with the Sunday Evening Service a leaflet is 
prepared presenting the order of service and an outline of the part of the gen- 
eral subject which is to be Considered. This general subject is at present the 
Acts of the Apostles. The work may best be stated in Mr. Noble's own 
words : " The third page of the leaflet contains a brief analysis of the lesson 
for the evening, which (analysis) we read over together. The introductory 
services (2d page of leaflet) comprise appropriate selections of Scripture, which 
are read responsively, or otherwise as indicated ; and considerable singing. 
In conducting the lesson I sometimes distribute slips containing paragraphs 
from commentaries, sermons, Bible Dictionary, etc., and Scripture references, 
and have them read by individuals in the congregation when called upon. I 
hope also before the course is over to have some original papers by persons in 
the congregation appointed to prepare them. I give a brief lecture myself, 
and occasionally (about once a month) use a stereopticon to illustrate localities, 
etc. This I expect to find very useful when we come to the missionary jour- 
neys of St. Paul. And it is a great help in getting and holding the attention 
of the young people. I do not claim that there is anything original in my 
plan, but I think it is a good combination of methods of which I have read, 
and so far it is working very well." 

The Christian Association of Cornell University offers a thorough and attrac- 
tive course of Bible Studies. It consists of the following subjects : 

1. The Books of Samuel. Inductive (or critical) study of First and Second 
Samuel, aiming at a comprehensive knowledge of (1) the two books ; (2) this 
period of history as a whole ; (3) the more important topics which connect 
themselves with these books and their history. See "Studies on Samuel," 
Intercollegian, vol. xii (1889-90). In charge of Mr. Griffin. 2. The Life of 
Christ according to Luke. Inductive Method. A detailed study of the life 
and personal character of Jesus the Christ, aiming also to come in contact with 
Him as with a friend and example. See Studies on Luke, Old and New 
Testament Student for 1890. In charge of Mrs. Hooker. 3. The Gospel of 
John. A critical study of the Gospel according to John ; a comparison of this 
Gospel with the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke); a study of its 
bearing on those books, and of the light thrown on the historical character of 
Christ. In charge of Prof. Wheeler. 4. Christ's Ethics. An attempt to 
determine from Christ's teachings and recorded actions his attitude toward 
various ethical questions {e.g., property, family, citizenship, etc.) A compar- 
ison of material thus obtained with previous ethical teachings of Hebrews and 
Greeks (especially Stoics), in order to determine what is new and what a re- 
emphasizing of principles previously declared. A study of the application of 
this material to modern ethical problems. In charge of Mr. Creighton. 5. The 
Career and Character of Paul, as shown in the Acts of the Apostles and in the 
letters of Paul. Being an attempt to get a clear and defined idea of the per- 
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sonality of the Apostle to the Gentiles, and the times and conditions that pro- 
duced the man ; together with the practical lessons that such a career and 
character teach. In charge of Prof. Brainard G. Smith. 6. The Life and 
Teachings of Christ, with special reference to the Gospel of John. The course 
includes the study of a connected life of Christ, supplemented in part by top- 
ical study. In charge of Miss S. E. Hawley. 7. Training classes in Christian 
Work. These presuppose a fair intellectual knowledge of the Bible, at least 
sufficient to prevent one from making wrong applications of scriptural passages. 
They aim at a practical knowledge of the Bible and of spiritual truth and ex- 
perience, which shall enable one to know and use the elements of Christian 
faith in aggressive Christian work. 

In its preliminary statements the claim is made that the Association aims to 
present Bible study in every way that "may be of use to various classes of 
students. Hence (1) intellectual (or critical), (2) spiritual (or devotional), and (3) 
practical study is taken up. The critical study of the Bible (in such courses as 
1 and 3) should be of interest to all students who understand that the Bible 
has a moral and practical bearing on the world to-day. Hence it is thought 
certain that all students, whether members of the Association or not, will find 
some of the courses of interest to them ; and it is hoped that all will feel free 
to avail themselves of the opportunity offered. 



